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BUSINESS WEEK NEWS

OPTUS has extended its Dual 
Band mobile network in Cairns 
with five new sites being activat-
ed at Gordonvale central, Manun-
da, Portsmith, Mount Sheridan 
and Westcourt.

The sites will deliver 3G voice 
and mobile broadband services to 
customers in Cairns.

Optus Country general man-
ager Anthony Shiner said the 
new investment confirmed the 
carrier’s direction of supporting 
the local community by bringing 
choice and competition to more 
regional areas while delivering a 
better service.

“Delivering on our mission to 
provide better choice for custom-

ers of Cairns and the surrounding 
areas is a commitment we’re seri-
ous about,” he said.

“Optus’ continued investment 
in its mobile network helps to en-
sure customers aren’t stuck with 
only one mobile provider in their 
local area.

“This investment can translate 
into communities getting better 
value and cheaper prices for their 
telecommunication services.

“In addition to new sites, Optus 
is planning investment in new 
infrastructures over the next 12 
months in a number of areas in-
cluding Cairns airport, Aeroglen, 
Freshwater, Turtle Beach and 
Kuranda and more than 10 new 

sites on the Atherton Tableland.
“Optus is continuing its com-

mitment to regional Australia 
by delivering a truly flexible and 
competitive alternative through 
quality network coverage and bet-
ter value mobile services for its 
customers.”

Mr Shiner said the Optus 
network handled 35 million-
plus calls and 21 million SMS 
messages every day and covered 
more than 20,000km of highway 
and more than 700,000sq km of 
land.

He said over the past four years 
an average of three new base sta-
tions had been rolled out every 
working day.

Substitute: Ralph De Lacey (left) and John Sainsbury are confi dent tin’s non-toxic qualities will increase demand for the metal.

Mt Garnet mine 
a $500m project 
THE commercial potential of 
the Mt Garnet tin project has 
been estimated at $500 million 
over the initial seven-and-a-
half-year life of the mine.

In a statement, Consolidated 
Tin Mines Ltd’s chairman and 
managing director Ralph De 
Lacey said a scoping study had 
estimated the total revenue 
of $500,340,000 was based on 
$18,000 a tonne with net cash-
flow of $244,875,000.

He said the returns were 
based on mine throughput of 
700,000 tonnes a year of tin 
ore producing 22,868 tonnes of 
metal.

“The project has significant 
expansion potential to deliver 
additional financial returns 
over an extended mine life be-
yond the initial seven and a half 
years,” Mr De Lacey said.

“The company’s exploration 
activities lead it to believe that 
there is significant additional 
tin potential at shallow depths 
at the project, which represents 
a strong opportunity for further 
exploration to uncover addition-
al tin resources and expand the 
project.

“The initial capital cost to de-

velop the project is estimated at 
$124 million. 

“The company will continue 
to assess required infrastruc-
ture and mining techniques to 
develop the project in a cost ef-
fective manner.”

Mr De Lacey said the compa-
ny was actively seeking a stra-
tegic partner to help provide 
funding and development of the 
project and had promising talks 
in China.

“The next stage in the project’s 
development is to conduct feasi-

bility studies on the project, and 
the current entitlement issue is 
intended to fund the first stage 
of this, a pre-feasibility study.

“The board is of the view that 
the true long-term potential 
of the Mt Garnet project is not 
reflected in the company’s cur-
rent share price.

“Although tin is not a ‘high-
profile metal’ in the market, 
research and future projections 
indicate a future shortfall in tin 
supply at a time when tin metal 
is again being recognised for its 
benign, non-toxic qualities.

“Tin’s major historic usage is 
in the manufacture of food con-
tainers and utensils, and this is 
expanding in line with popula-
tion growth around the world 
and demand from emerging 
economies.

“Tin is also seen as the best 
substitute for toxic materi-
als like lead, with a current 
major use being in lead-free 
solder used in the electronics 
industry.

“The company is of the view 
that this is a good time to be in-
volved in the tin sector and it is 
very well placed with a develop-
ing large-scale tin project.”

Nick Dalton 
daltonn@tcp.newsltd.com.au

Optus expands voice, mobile sites 

‘Tin metal is being 
recognised for its 
benign, non-toxic 
qualities.

     —  Ralph De Lacey

Cairns Chamber Events
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Lunch with Hon Stephen Robertson MP
Tuesday 20 July
Pullman Reef Hotel Casino

Skytrans Young Chamber Cre8 Skills Challenge
Wednesday 28 July
Salt House

Networking Lunch Meeting – Cre8 Leader
Tuesday 27 July
Cairns Colonial Club Resort

PNG Trade Mission

Next month the Cairns Chamber is heading back to Papua New Guinea on its third mission 
in less than twelve months. Coupled with a number of events in Cairns and a range of 
behind the scene meetings, research and submissions, we have been focused on building 
business for our members in PNG. 

We have all seen the media on the LNG projects, but let’s not lose sight of the many other 
resource projects in PNG and, just as importantly, the many small business opportunities 
that exist. Cairns is ideally suited to provide a range of services directly to the business 
community of Papua New Guinea. I am not just referring to selling to the end user, but 
rather working with PNG businesses to supplement their capacity.  

Consider this – a PNG company secures work associated with one of the LNG projects. They 
look to recruit additional staff to take on the job, which has a four month time frame, but 
can not  nd suitable applicants. A Cairns based company is approached to provide support 
services which are provided electronically and with the occasional site 
visit. The project is completed, the client is satis ed, the PNG based 
company meets the contract and the Cairns based company has 
secured work from PNG without having to establish their own of ce 
in Port Moresby.  

Sounds plausible? Well it is already happening – and it could be 
happening to you. The Cairns Chamber – helping to build business.

Regards, 
Jeremy Blockey, President, 
Cairns Chamber of Commerce

Book your function now for any 
date in the next 12 months, 

quoting this advertisement, for a 
complimentary Morning Tea*

*Full nonrefundable deposit payable at time of 
booking. Cannot be cancelled, modifi ed or combined 
with any other tender. Offer cannot be used with 
any other deal or previously organised business. 
Offer applicable to full day delegate packages only.

 Meet with Success at the Pacifi c International Cairns

PH  07 4044 1887
conferencesales@pacifi chotelcairns.com

pacifi chotelcairns.com
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Migration Plus
- Helping you to settle or work in Australia

Dr Christopher R White RMA 9255749

Martin           Kinga        Caroline        Chris     Yoko Dianne
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We can assist with selecting the best visa category and with compilation of 
your application. We will correspond with the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship (DIAC) on your behalf and ensure that you are informed of 
all communications that relate to your application. We do the work and make it 
easy for you!

Migration Plus Network Pty Ltd - ABN 45 136 723 987
Level 15 Cairns Corporate Tower, 15 Lake Street, Cairns Qld 4870

Phone 4041 2620 | Fax 4041 5011 | Mob: 0418 772 601
Email: visa@migrationplus.com.au

www.migrationplus.com.au


