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business news

BOEING 777-200 aircraft, 
capable of carrying more 
than 300 passengers, could 
be touching down at Cairns 
airport on a regular basis 
next year.

Singapore Airlines has 
announced that the aircraft 
will be used by its new low-
cost carrier.

While the carrier has yet 
to announce details of its 
new subsidiary, including 
its name and destinations, 
Cairns has been strongly 
tipped by analysts.

In a statement, SIA said 
the Boeing 777-200 was se-
lected after a detailed evalu-
ation and the aircraft will 
initially be acquired from 
SIA and reconfigured in a 
new seating layout.

“The B777-200’s proven 
versatility and reliability 
are key deciding factors in 
the selection of the aircraft,” 
the statement said.

“The B777 family of air-
craft has been a mainstay 
of the Singapore Airlines 
fleet since its introduction 
in 1997.”

The new airline’s chief 
executive officer Campbell 
Wilson said the selection of 
the initial fleet marked an-
other milestone in the estab-
lishment of the carrier.

“The process is progress-
ing well for our launch next 
year,” he said.

“The new airline, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Singa-
pore Airlines, will operate 
under a no-frills, low-fare 
model serving medium and 
long-haul routes.

“It will be operated in-
dependently and managed 
separately from Singapore 
Airlines.”

Details of its brand-
ing, products and services 

and route network will be 
unveiled in the coming 
months.

In the meantime the air-
line and Tourism Queens-
land have announced a new 
marketing deal.

Tourism Minister Jan Jar-
ratt said the new four-year 
agreement would result in 
Tourism Queensland and 
Singapore Airlines jointly 
funding a range of tourism 
promotion activities aimed 
at luring more international 

travellers to the state. “Sin-
gapore Airlines is an impor-
tant aviation partner with 
access to a range of key and 
emerging international mar-
kets,” she said.

“The airline is the second 
largest international car-
rier in Australia and oper-
ates 19 weekly services into 
Brisbane.

“Singapore Airlines cur-
rently allows more than 
280,000 potential interna-
tional travellers to access 

Queensland each year.”
Airline senior market-

ing vice-president Tan Chik 
Quee said the partnership 
reflected the airline’s long-
term commitment to the 
Australian market.

“We have been working 
with Tourism Queensland 
since 2005 and are confident 
our extensive global network 
and premium service propo-
sition will help attract even 
more international visitors 
to the state,” he said.

CAIRNS-BASED tin ex-
ploration and development
company Consolidated Tin 
Mines has completed its lat-
est phase of drilling at its 
Mt Garnet tin project.

Consolidated Tin complet-
ed a total of 8148m across 106 
holes in the drill campaign, 
with two rigs working in 
tandem at the project area. 
Both rigs moved off-site last 
week.

In a statement to the
ASX, the company said they 
awaited the return of the as-
say results from this phase 
of drilling, which will be 
announced as soon as they 
become available.

“This phase of drilling
represented a major pro-
gram for the company, and 
involved targeted drilling at 
a number of deposits within
the Mt Garnet project area,” 
the statement said.

“Visual observations
from the drill program have 
produced some positive out-
comes with diamond drill 
hole HD 259 at the Gillian 
deposit intersecting a zone 
of native copper minerali-
sation within a 9m interval 
commencing from 101m 
downhole.

“The interval has not yet
been subjected to assay with 
results expected in the next 
two to three weeks.

“This is the first time
that significant copper min-
eralisation has been identi-
fied at Gillian, and this area 
will be further drill tested 
for copper in the next drill 
program. The company will 
also be reassaying adjacent 
drill holes for copper.

“At the company’s Cool-
garra Project visual obser-
vations of rock chip from 
the RC drilling have showed 
encouraging intersections 
of tin mineralisation.

“First results from drill-
ing at Windermere were re-
leased to market on June 21.

“The company is now
planning for next phase of 
drilling in August.”

The Mt Garnet Tin project
comprises three main de-
posits: the Gillian, Winder-
mere and Pinnacles.

Consolidated Tin plans
to develop the Mt Garnet
project area into a major 
hard rock tin mine.

THE Tropical North Queensland Re-
gional Economic Plan is undergoing 
its final consultation process before 
being completed and published.

Advance Cairns regional develop-
ment officer Margaret Darveniza said 
the plan’s development was almost 
complete and it would be released af-
ter the final round of community con-
sultations which started yesterday.

She said the consultations were an 
important part of the process.

“The TNQ Regional Economic Plan 
is in the final stages of development 

and, before we launch it, we have one 
more vital step,” Ms Darveniza said.

“We need to make sure that we have 
heard what people have had to say 
about their goals, dreams and vision 
for the future of our region.

“We certainly have had plenty of 
feedback and input to date and this 
has proven invaluable in the overall 
process.

“Our final process will be to hold a 
number of public forums to give mem-
bers of the community the opportuni-
ty to find out what the collective voice 

of TNQ has suggested as its regional 
economic plan.”

The plan is considered the economic 
blueprint for the region’s future.

“This is a high-level strategy and 
we need to explain how it will be used, 
particularly the action plan and what 
it means to the people of the region 
now and into the future,” Ms Darveni-
za said.

“We are hoping to attract as many 
people as possible to the forums.”

The first forum was held at South 
Johnstone yesterday. Tomorrow the 

second is at the Tablelands Regional 
Council board room at Atherton from 
1.30pm-3.30pm followed by the Cook 
Shire Council offices at Cooktown on 
Friday at 9am.

The Cairns session is at the Cairns 
Regional Council’s civic recep-
tion room from 10.30am-12.30pm on 
Monday.

A copy of the draft plan will be 
available for comment on the Advance 
Cairns website on Friday. 

Public feedback will close on Au-
gust 15.
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Reliable: Singapore Airlines’ new low-cost carrier will fl y Boeing 777-200 aircraft on routes to and from Australia when services start next year. 

p: 4031 7234 . f: 4031 7231    |    268a Mulgrave Rd . Westcourt 4870    |    reception@gwco.com.au

Your local team of professionals 
providing value for money.

We take the stress out of tax.


